
 

SPORTS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

SOUTHSIDE RECREATION COMPLEX 

COACH’S BUILDING 

1114 SW KUHN ROAD 

LAKE CITY, FLORIDA 32025 

 

AGENDA 

 

OCTOBER 20, 2015 

 

6:00 P.M. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

PLEDGE TO U.S. FLAG 

BUCKY NASH, CHAIRMAN 

 

 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 

 

(1.) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2015 SPORTS 

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

(2.) UPDATE ON SOUTHSIDE SPORTS COMPLEX CONSTRUCTION- CLINT 

PITTMAN. 

  

(3.) REPORT FROM RECREATION DIRECTOR- UPDATE ON BACKGROUND 

CHECK SYSTEMS- MARIO COPPOCK 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1.   

 

2.    

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

NEXT MEETING: DECEMBER 15, 2015   

 

ADJOURNMENT 



Sports Advisory Council  
Sports Programs 
August 18, 2015 

 
 

Committee Members present: 
Larry Schneider, Lake City Babe Ruth Baseball 
Denise Wynn, Columbia Youth Soccer Association 
Jessica Langley, Lake City Babe Ruth Baseball, past president 
Zack Paulk, Richardson Community Center/Annie Mattox Park North, Inc.  
Sherri Miller, Ft. White Youth Baseball 
Kelly Lowrey, TDC 
Paula Vann, TDC 
Ward Swisher, Columbia County Girl’s Softball 
Jeff Tyre, Columbia Youth Football Association 
Commissioner Bucky Nash, Chairman 
Commissioner Everett Phillips 
 
Staff Present: 
Mario A. Coppock, Recreation Director 
Clint Pittman, Landscape and Parks Director 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. The invocation was given by Commissioner Everett Phillips, 
followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
 
Jessica Langley introduced Larry Schneider as the new president of the Lake City Babe Ruth Baseball 
Association. 
 
Discussion Items: 
Clint Pittman gave an update on completed sidewalk construction. Blue and white complex still have 
ongoing sidewalk construction. New nets have been installed at all locations, baseball, softball and 
soccer. Last two softball fields have been sprayed out and renovations will begin within the next week. 
Irrigation issues are being addressed through landscape and parks dept. Once fields are complete, 
renovations at the softball complex will be finished. Concession stand gas lines have been installed and 
are in the process of being completed by the City of Lake City. 
 
Recreation Director’s Report: 
 
Mario Coppock stated that travel teams have been completing requests to use the Southside Complex 
fields. So far 8 teams have made requests to use the fields. The question of acceptable background 
checks keeps coming up with the teams and wanted direction on what background checks would be 
acceptable. Coppock stated he was familiar with the FDLE criminal history check and has used this in the 
past. There has been some inconsistency in the types of background checks being used. Jessica Langley 
suggested national background checks for youth coaches to ensure coaches are clear across the country. 
She suggested that coaches that have participated in the local programs could use their background 
checks; they would just need a printout of the results. Mr. Coppock requested guidance on a standard 
check to require of those that wish to use the fields. Mailbox etc. does Live Scan background checks by 
appointment for Jessica Lunsford clearance. Protect Youth Sports is another vendor that offers 
background checks.  
 



There was discussion about the cost to the coaches; Jessica Langley stated Babe Ruth covers the cost of 
the background checks for the coaches. Commissioner Nash asked Coppock to research the different 
background checks and makes a recommendation to the council. All suggested that the travel teams 
requesting use of the fields submit a national background check or their clearance from the local youth 
league. Jessica Langley motioned that all travel teams requesting the use of the fields submit a national 
background check at their own cost or proof of their clearance from a local youth sports team before 
they will be scheduled to use the fields. Motion was seconded by Ward Swisher, motion carried.   
 
Tournament Updates:  
 
Kelly Lowrey stated that there was soccer tournament the past weekend from Tampa, FL. There were a 
total of 360 athletes from Tennessee down to the Keys. Tournament location was selected over 
Jacksonville to host the event. Lowrey thanked CYSA and Landscape and Parks staff for their help during 
the tournament. The tournament brought close to 820 hotels room nights for the weekend. This 
provided a great economic impact for Lake City (restaurants, hotels). Lowrey is looking to land a few 
more Southeast Regional tournaments to give the area boost.  
 
New Business: 
 
Sherry Miller asked about the bathroom construction at Ft. White. Clint Pittman stated that the item 
was turned in on the capital outlay request at about $150,000. The same layout was submitted that was 
used at the Southside Sports Complex. Commissioner Nash stated he would look into it. Miller stated 
that the bathrooms were a concern for their Small League tournament. Langley stated that the 
Southside Complex was open for Ft. White. Pittman stated that the restroom issue at Ft. White needs to 
be addressed because of the amount of programs and people that use the facility. 
 
Commissioner Nash stated that he had no updates on procurement of property for a possible football 
practice facility. Nash asked Coppock to inquire about moving forward with the practice facility at 
Memorial Stadium. He stated that it would be a logical site to repair and improve instead of creating a 
brand new facility. Coppock asked about any restroom plans at the fire station on Lake Jeffrey Rd to 
accommodate the current practice facilities. Commissioner Nash stated that they receive a list of capital 
outlay projects and suggested the projects start being prioritized to start getting projects completed. 
Commissioner asked Coppock to contact Ben Scott for permission to pursue taking over Memorial 
Stadium.  Clint Pittman will provide an update on the football practice facility. 
 
Clint Pittman wanted to know if Babe Ruth would be continuing operating out of the white concession 
stand. Other events are scheduling the facility and he wants to be sure there is coverage.  Larry 
Schneider stated that they would continue for the time being during tournaments. There was an issue of 
adult league nights with the white concession stands they are currently paying someone to monitor the 
concession stand to avoid vandalism. They are paying more for payroll and product that what is coming 
in. Clint stated that there needs to be an agreement on the running of the concession during the games, 
is it going to be run by the organization or another group. Commissioner Nash said one concern with the 
concessions not being open is the need for ice during games. Jessica suggested going to Babe Ruth 
board with suggestions. After the meeting they will report back decisions.  
 
Clint had some concerns about getting a lightening detection system. He spoke with a company that 
provides lightning data, about $9,000 per system. County would need to provide internet. He stated that 
there are grants that will cover this available. Ft. White would be located at the high school and could 
possibly be a joint venture to share the cost with the school district. The schools also use the Southside 
Complex and may share cost at that facility as well.  



 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for October 20, 2015 at 6.00 p.m.  
 

The motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:52 p.m was made by Clint Pittman, seconded by Jessica Langley. 


